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Activity 2.  SOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S LITERATURE 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. You will be assigned one of the sources and its accompanying questions in the list below. Using the source to answer 
the questions. 
2. After answering the questions, be prepared to speak for one minute to describe the source. To help others in class, 
your description should include  

a) how the source is organized for finding information (for example:  what end-of-book indexes are there? How 
is the main body of the text arranged – subject, theme, etc.?)  
b) how the source could help a classroom teacher prepare a lesson plan?  

 

 
1. The Horn Book Guide (Spring 2007, Vol XVIII, Number 1) 

 On page 3, look at the sample review to understand how to interpret the reviews.  

 What does the triangle symbol mean?   

 Use the subject index to find books on teeth.   

 What is the first title listed?  

 Find the review of this book in the main body of the Horn Book Guide.  Based on the review and on the rating 
given to the book, would you be likely to use it with your students?  

 What is the title of the book on the same page of the Horn Book Guide that is rated Outstanding or Superior?   
 
2. The Horn Book Magazine (January/February 2009) 

 Use the contents page to find “Horn Book Fanfare.”   

 What does the Horn Book Fanfare provide? 

 Use the contents page again and find the “Reviews.” Go to the reviews . 

 Find the first book in the Picture Book section that is rated outstanding. What is it’s title? 

 In addition to “Picture Books”, what are the other sections of the Reviews? 
 
3. Children’s Catalog (Nineteenth edition)…. 

 Use the Index to find books about snow.   

 What is the author & title of the first fiction book listed?   

 Find more information in the “classified catalog” or main body of Children’s Catalog – by finding the 
Dewey Decimal number or the letter designating a section of the Children’s Catalog. For this book, the 
section is E which is short for Easy books. In the E section of Children’s Catalog, look up the author of the 
book on snow.  There is an excerpt from a review; in what journal was the review published? 

 
4. Children’s Catalog (Eighteenth edition)…. 

 Use the Index to find books by Rachel Isadora.  

 What is the first title listed?   

 Find more information in the “classified catalog” or main part of Children’s Catalog – by finding the 
Dewey Decimal number or the letter designating a section of the Children’s Catalog. For this book, the 
section is E which is short for Easy books. In the E section of Children’s Catalog, look up the author.  
What is the subject of this book? 
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5. Senior High Core Collection (17th Edition) 

 Use the subject index to find books on soccer.  

 What are the author & title of the first fiction book listed?   

 Find more information in the “classified catalog” or main body of Senior High Core Collection by finding 
the Dewey Decimal number or the letter(s) designating a section of the Senior High Core Collection. For 
the soccer book, the section is Fic, which is short for Fiction). In the Fic section, find the author.  There is 
an excerpt from a review; in what journal was the review published?  

 
6. Middle and Junior High School Library Catalog (Ninth edition) 

 Use the subject index to find books on space and time.  

 What are the author & title of the first fiction book listed?   

 Find more information in the “classified catalog” or main body of Middle and Junior High School Library 
Catalog by finding the Dewey Decimal number or the letter(s) designating a section of the Middle and 
Junior High School Library Catalog. For the space & time book, the section is Fic, which is short for 
Fiction). In the Fic section, find the author.    There is an excerpt from a review; in what journal was the 
review published?  

 
7. Best Books for Children (8th edition)… 

 Use the subject/grade level index to find Primary books about farm life that are fictional.  

 Find the first item listed. Who is the author and what is the title?  

 When was it published? 
 
8. Best Books for Middle School and Junior High Readers 

 Use the subject/grade level index to find Upper Elementary/Lower Middle School level books about Chinese 
Americans that are fictional.  

 Find the first item listed. Who is the author and what is the title?  

 When was it published? 
 
9. Best Books for High School Readers 

 Use the subject/grade level index to find a book on Egyptian mythology for Junior High/Senior High. 

 What is the title of the book?  

 For what grades is intended? 

 In what two magazines could you find reviews of this book? 
 
10. Beyond Picture Books (second edition)… 

 Use the  Subject Index to find jokes and riddles books.  

 What is the title of the first book listed and who is its author?  

 Look it up in the main section. When was it first published and who was the illustrator?  
 
11. Black Books Galore… 

 Use the index to find books about music.   

 What is the first title listed?   

 Look at the description of this item.  Who is the author?  

 What kind of music is it about?  

 Has it won an award? 
12. More Exciting, Funny, Scary, Short, Different, and Sad Books Kids Like about Animals, Science, 

Sports, Families, Songs, and Other Things… 

 I want a gross book.  

 What is the title of the first book listed in the section on gross books? When was it published? 
 



13. Picture Books: An Annotated Bibliography with Activities for Teaching Writing… 

 Use the Index to find the book Ashanti to Zulu .  

 Find the description of it in the main text of the book. Based on the chapter in which this 

item is described, for what purpose is this book being recommended?   

 

14. Portraying Persons with Disabilities: Fiction… 

 Use the subject index to find books on deafness.   

 What is the first book listed that is appropriate for kindergarten?  

 Who is the author and what is the title? 
 
15. Primaryplots: A Book Talk Guide for Use with Readers Ages 4-8…. 

 You are looking for good folktales books. Use the subject index to find folktales from Russia and then find the 
description of the first book listed.   

 Who is the author of the first book listed?  

 For what grade levels is it recommended?   

 Who or what is Bony-Legs? 
 
16. Magazines for Libraries (17th edition) 

 Go to the “Subject Index,” look up children’s magazines, and find “activities magazines.”  

 What is the title of the first activity magazine listed?    

 What topics are covered by this magazine  

 What are the ages of its audience?  

 How is the quality of this publication ensured? 
 
17. Young Adult Poetry 

 You are looking for good poems about prairies. Use the “thematic guide”  to find them.   

 What is the title of the first poem listed?  

 Find the annotation for the book in which the poem is published.  Who is the author? 

 Who is the illustrator? 
 
18. Humor in Young Adult Literature 

 You want to use humor to address teen issues and concerns. Go to page 96. 

 What is the title of this chapter?  

 At the top of page 96, “Hot Lava”, a story by Pete Hautman, is mentioned. Use the bibliography at the 
end of book to look up Hautman.  What is the title of the book in which “Hot Lava” is published? 

 
19. Recreating the Past: A Guide to American and World Historical Fiction for Children and Young Adults… 

 Find the list of books by readability level and locate Grade 2.   

 What is the title of the first book listed and who is the author?   

 Find the description of this book in the main text. What country and what time period does this book fall 
into? 

 
20. Myths and Hero Tales: A Cross-Cultural Guide to Literature for Children and Young Adults… 

 Use the index to find books by grade level and locate the list for Preschool to Grade 5.   

 What is the second title listed? 

  Find the description of this title. Who is the author? Another version of this tale is mentioned. Who is 
the author of “the more familiar” version? 

 


