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Proficiency Test Scores: DSU Students Compared to South Dakota and National User Norms 
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During November 2002, 149 DSU students completed the statewide proficiency tests in reading, writing, math and science reasoning.  All students in the regental system must meet the minimum required score on each of the four tests.  Students who do not meet the minimum required score must remediate and retest in that area within one academic year.  This fall, 11% of the DSU students did NOT meet the minimum required score on one or more of the CAAP tests.  Approximately 8% of the students in the regental system fail to achieve an acceptable score on one or more of the exams.   
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Information from the proficiency test is used as one method of evaluating the general education curriculum.  For example, one of the goals of the system-wide general education plan is to ensure that students will understand and apply fundamental mathematical processes and reasoning.  One standard of performance for this goal indicates that 60% of the DSU students will score at or above the 50th percentile on the CAAP math test. This fall, 61% of the DSU students scored at or above the 54th percentile on the CAAP Math test. 
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